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it is beans green and yellow
and lettuce and basil
from my friend’s garden -
how calmly,
as though it were an ordinary thing,
we eat the blessed earth.
Civic Ecotone
•“intermediary place where participants 
dismantle the boundaries between 
community and campus to create a 
highly interactive environment for civic 
engagement and a renewed sense of 




Food Justice, as defined by the 
advocacy organization Just 
Food, is characterized by 
“communities exercising their 
right to grow, sell and eat 
healthy food” (Johnson 2014). 
Food justice is part of a human 
rights framework for the 
amelioration of food insecurity 
that requires us to “respect, 
protect, and fulfill the right to 








Respect for the production of food
Commitment to education
Protection of natural resources
Guarantee of shared access
Cultivation of civic competencies
Civic Ecotones at Otterbein
1. Cultivation of a community 
garden (a repurposed brownfield)
2. Student management of a campus 
resource center and food pantry
3. Development of service-learning 






of the land by 
marginalized 
groups
Sustaining natural fauna and flora
Growing food desired by food-insecure residents
Growing food free of toxins (soil testing)



















Access to knowledge about (the means) to produce 
their own food
Next generation education with Library partnership
Next generation access to land
Learning to be civic stewards
THE PROMISE HOUSE
Est. 2016
Providing access to healthy food for students
What is the 
Promise House?





• A Free Community 
Café and Pantry 
• Simulated non-
profit organization Access to student-friendly 
food at a choice market
Place-Based Education at the Resource Center







Food Recovery with Bon Appetit
Adulting 101




Health and Nursing Courses:

















Engineering: Year-round access to food production
Sociology, English, Education
Teach-in for the Planet: Reducing Carbon Footprints
Sociology: Maintaining the right to barter for food
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